Success stories in SSH integration

SSH INTEGRATION IN FET

FACTS & FIGURES

The visionary aspects and exploratory characteristics
of FET might make it sound like a kind of magic, but
the mission of FET is actually very concrete: to turn
Europe's excellent science base into a competitive
advantage.
FET
actions
are
expected
to
initiate radically new lines of technology through
unexplored
collaborations
between
advanced
multidisciplinary
science
and
cutting-edge
engineering*.
Horizon 2020 considers the socio-economic sciences
and humanities (SSH) as cross-cutting and integrated
in all the priorities and objectives of the Programme.
Future and Emerging Technologies involves SSH
research in order to tackle societal challenges and to
provide the most suitable impact for society. To do so,
the following aspects need to be considered:
Ø To bridge the gap between the development of an
innovative product and its use by early adopters,
SSH researchers must be involved;
Ø To lay the foundations for radically new future
technologies,
interdisciplinary collaborations,
including those with the social sciences and
humanities, are necessary.
Ø To develop new tools and paradigms leading to
new socially interactive media, the combination of
social sciences and humanities with neuroscience,
engineering, and computing is required.
Good collaboration with SSH researchers at the
proposal stage is crucial!

In the Work Programme 2016-2017, FET funded a
total of 12 topics with a total budget of €570 million.

* http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/future-andemerging-technologies

5 out of 12 topics explicitly required the involvement
of SSH disciplines. Within these topics, 128 projects
were funded from a budget of about €282 million.
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Future and Emerging Technologies

Interview with
Massimo Warglien,
Scientific Responsible
at Ca’ Foscari
University
Q: Why did you decide to integrate SSH in your
project?
SSH disciplines are at the very heart of the project. In
fact, ODYCCEUS originates from a concept that
combines technology, social sciences and humanities
to
address
a
fundamental
problem: understanding and preventing cultural
conflict in Europe, and capturing the related opinion
dynamics, through technology that can address the
issue of meaning and has language at its core.
ODYCCEUS is trying to push the boundaries
of multiple domains of SSH – game theory, opinion
dynamics, history, linguistics – to ask new questions
to technology, and to allow a future audience of
users to interrogate data in new and original ways.

Project info
ODYCCEUS
ODYCCEUS stands for Opinion
Dynamics and Cultural Conflict
in European Spaces.
Social media and the digitization
of news and discussion fora are having far-reaching effects
on the way individuals and communities communicate,
organize, and express themselves. Can the information
circulating on these platforms be tapped to better
understand and analyse the enormous problems facing our
contemporary society?
The project seeks conceptual breakthroughs in Global
Systems Science, including a fine-grained representation of
cultural conflicts based on conceptual spaces and
sophisticated text analysis, extensions of game theory to
handle games with both divergent interests and divergent
mindsets, and new models of alignment and polarization
dynamics. The project will also develop an open modular
platform, called PENELOPE, that integrates tools for the
complete pipeline, from data scraped from social media and
digital sources, to visualization of the analyses and models
developed by the project.

Q: How did the process of SSH integration go from
the proposal to the project?
https://www.odycceus.eu/project/
Project writing has been a truly exciting experience of
creative dialogue between different competences and disciplinary languages. Most of the participants had already
worked together in other projects, and this has created a climate of openness and mutual curiosity. Participants were
recruited looking for scientific excellence but also for intellectual common ground and capacity to interact. The shared
perception of the social relevance of the goals of the project has helped to focus on the overall concept, rather than on
disciplinary interests.
Q: What is the added value of integrating SSH in your project and what is the contribution from SSH partners?
A key challenge (but also a key opportunity) has been that different disciplines ask very different questions to the same
material. A better understanding of such questions and finding ways to make them interact to produce new and
unexpected questions requires an intensive effort of direct interaction and collaboration across units and fields. To make
interaction work, they need a common object to work upon. The design of tasks structure is from this point of view
basically “within-task” collaboration, which is usually easier and more fruitful than “between-tasks” one.
Q: What are the factors that facilitate collaboration and which factors hamper it?
The factors which facilitate cooperation:
Ø A solid history of former collaboration.
Ø The effort to integrate the knowledge generated into a technological platform supports collaborative action.
The factors which hamper cooperation:
Ø The timing matters a lot.
Q: What would be your main recommendation for both researchers and EC?
For the researchers:
Ø I think that STEM researchers should expect SSH to provide questions very different from the ones they are used to –
and take this as a great opportunity to push the boundaries of their own disciplines.
For the European Commission:
Ø The EU and funding agencies should, of course, increase the calls making SSH integration a strong prerequisite.
Ø An effort to broaden the scope of impact definitions and make more explicit their evaluation criteria for humanities would
probably make it easier to integrate such disciplines and would mobilize larger portions of the humanities scientific
community.
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