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Webinar Objectives

❑ The webinar will examine the two different routes 
related to dissemination and exploitation of project 
results, with a specific focus to FET funded projects.

❑ It will provide advice on how to prevent others from 
making, using, or selling the IP, when to choose a 
defensive approach related to the publications and 
the open access model, as well as how seeking a 
patent without preclude a publication. 

❑ The different needs and objectives of research 
organisations/universities (ROs) and small and 
medium sized enterprises/industry will be identified. 
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AGENDA
The FETFX project, Marta Calderaro, APRE 

Publishing v. patenting, Michele Dubbini, EU IP Helpdesk

o Traditional distinction 

o Publishing and Patenting approaches

o Alternative dissemination routs 

• Defensive publication 

• Open access model 

• Secrecy 

Q&As

Access2EIC project introduction, Alessia Rotolo, APRE 
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About FETFX

FET-Open Coordination and Support Action 

on FET communication and outreach

From 01/01/2019 to 30/06/2021
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Enhance visibility and impact 

of FET research among a 

variety of actors –

researchers, policy makers, 

investors, the general public 

- via public communication 

and a mix of tools and 

media

Engage with FET & EIC

Stimulate debate and 

collaboration among multiple 

stakeholders through dedicated 

community building and 

engagement activities –

workshops for policy makers, 

major events and initiatives such 

as Journalist in the Lab, FET 

Start Cup, webinars and 

furthermore… 
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Communicate FET & EIC

FETFX Objectives

Free of charge



EFFECT Project Baseline
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Online engagement: more than 250,000 people reached and more 

than 23,000 online users engaged 

Offline engagement: More than 200 individuals participating in 

EFFECT events

FET R&I community: EFFECT reached 86 FET funded projects



FETFX Approach
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The FETFX communication hub
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The FETFX communication hub
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The FETFX support…
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bimonthly publication

info@fetfx.eu

mailto:info@fetfx.eu


CSAs supporting FET R&I

community

Identifying FET 

innovation opportunities 

and accessing respective 

markets

www.fetbriefing.eu

14

Supporting FET Projects 
to increase their 
influence and impact 
among society

www.fetfx.eu

Establishing a FET 

Observatory for 

early trends, 

project building 

and social 

responsibility

www.prefet.eu

http://www.fetbriefing.eu/
http://www.fetfx.eu/
http://www.prefet.eu/


Your NCP for Small Medium-sized Enterprises – SMEs and 

Access to risk finance 

www.access4smes.eu

Proposers’ available services

15

EIC FET Open data hub

https://fetopen.easme-web.eu/#

http://www.access4smes.eu/
https://fetopen.easme-web.eu/


Follow us…

02/10/201
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www.fetfx.eu

@FETFX_EU

company/fetfx/

Info@fetfx.eu 

http://www.fetfx.eu/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/fetfx/
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www.iprhelpdesk.eu

European IP Helpdesk

• Service initiative of the European 

Commission providing free-of-charge 

first-line support on IP-related issues

• Helping current and potential 

beneficiaries of EU-funded projects, 

researchers and EU SMEs engaged in 

cross-border business manage their 

intangible assets

www.iprhelpdesk.eu
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Services

Training

Helpline

Events

Website
Ambassadors

Publication
s
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Upcoming Webinars

11 Sep: Introduction to IP

18 Sep: IP Commercialization

09 Oct: Geographical Indications 

23 Oct: IP in EU-funded Projects

30 Oct: Technology Transfer 

06 Nov: Freedom to Operate in 

H2020 

13 Nov: Consortium Agreements 2019
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Publications 

• Online library: fact sheets, case 

studies, IP guides and charts, 

infographics, templates, FAQs

• IP Specials: information packages on 

“hot” IP & innovation topics

• Bulletin: thematic online magazine 

published twice a year

• Newsletter: Sent via email bi-weekly
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Fact Sheet:

Open Access to scientific

publications and research

data in Horizon 2020:

Frequently Asked

Questions (FAQs)

http://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/sites/default/file

s/newsdocuments/Fact-Sheet-Open-

Access-to-Publications-and-Data-in-

H2020-FAQ.pdf
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Fact Sheet:

Publishing vs Patenting

http://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/sites/default/file

s/newsdocuments/Fact-Sheet-Publishing-

v-Patenting.pdf
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International IPR SME Helpdesks

www.ipr-hub.eu
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Roadmap

• Intellectual Property & Intellectual 

Property Rights

• Patenting

▪ Novelty and patent protection 

• Soft IP

• Publishing

▪ Copyright and publishing

▪ Defensive Publications

▪ Open Source
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Intellectual Property
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Intellectual Property

Such creations 
have an intangible 
nature

Results of creative 
efforts from the 
human intellect

Intellectual 
Property
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• IP Rights

• Soft IPProtect

• Defensive 
Publication

• Open source
Publish

IP
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Protecting (Patent Protection)
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IP Rights
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Intellectual Property vs. Intellectual Property Rights

vs.
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Intellectual Property Rights

Intellectual 
Property

‘SOFT IP’
Trade Secrets

Know-How
Confidential Information

INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY
Trade Marks

Patents
Utility Models

Industrial Designs…

R
E

G
I

S
T

R
A

B
L

E

COPYRIGHT & Related rights
Literary & Artistic Works

Related rights 
Databases …

U
N

R
E

G
I

S
T

R
A

B
L
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Patents

• The inventor agrees to disclose his invention to the public in return for a limited 

monopoly on the invention itself. 

• This means the inventor may decide (license out): 

▪ Who

▪ When

▪ For how long

▪ At which conditions

▪ In which territory

…may use his invention. 
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• What is a patent? 

▪ It is a title providing the inventor and/or the applicant with the exclusive right to prevent others from 

possessing, using, selling, manufacturing and importing the patented invention or offering to do 

any of these things within a territory.

• What can be patented?

▪ Patents maybe granted for any invention concerned with the functional and technical aspects of 

products and processes. To qualify for patent protection the invention must fulfil the so-called 

conditions of patentability:

• Patentable subject matter

• Novelty

• Inventive step (non-obviousness)

• Industrial Applicability (utility) 

European Patent Convention
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Novelty

Art. 54: European Patent Convention:

• An invention shall be considered to be new if it does not form part of the state of the 

art.

• State of the art : Everything made available to the public by means of a written or 

oral description, by use, or in any other way, before the date of filing of the 

European patent application.

→ Evaluate any potential disclosure or dissemination activity carefully!
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Obligation to disseminate Vs. Obligation to protect

Make sure you comply with 
the obligation to protect… 

…comply with the 
obligation to disseminate

Sometime early disclosures 
(dissemination or 
communication of results) 
may undermine potential 
future exploitation activities.

THEN!
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Soft IP
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Soft IP

• Unlike for patents the inventor does not agree to disclose his invention to the public. 

He has already a monopoly given by the fact that nobody can use his invention as

long as it is kept secret

• Problems: 

▪ Leak of information

▪ Reverse engineering

As soon as the information is public domain, the

invertor loses his strategic advantage.
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Confidential Business Information

• There is no specific definition

▪ The terms “Soft IP” can be used to describe the intellectual assets which are not 

included in industrial property or in literary and artistic works, but have an important 

value for organisations. Usually, this refers to know-how, trade secrets, confidential 

information.

• Protection of “Soft IP”

▪ Is not achieved by registration 

▪ Falls under the category of intangible rights – associated with other IPR

▪ Free of charge

▪ Does not involve long or complex registration processes , BUT requires appropriate

internal management
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Publishing
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Scientific publications and copyright protection
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Copyright

• Does not protect the ideas themselves but only 

the concrete form of expression of ideas

• The creativity protected is the originality of the 

authored work!

• No formal registration process is required

• Copyright protection arises automatically upon 

creation of the work, provided that it is original

→ Generally, protection lasts for 70 years after the 

death of the creator.
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Copyright

• What are copyright and related rights?

▪ Copyright protects literary and artistic works, such as poems, novels, music and paintings, but also 

cinematographic works, architectural works and many others. Related rights are related to the 

protection of works of authorship under copyright. Their purpose is to protect the legal interests of 

certain persons and legal entities who contribute to making works available to the public such as 

performing artists, producers of phonograms, broadcasters, etc.

• What are the rights granted?

▪ Copyright owners can prohibit or authorise that their works be: 

• copied or reproduced (e.g. printed publications or sound recordings)

• distributed  to the public 

• performed in public

• translated into other languages

• adapted, such as novel into screenplay…
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Defensive publications

• By publishing all information regarding 

Intellectual Property Produced, the 

inventor ensures that neither he nor 

anybody else may be granted a patent on 

the subject or in connected fields to the 

information published 

Patent

Objective: Ensure technology is part of the state of the art:

NO NOVELTY = NO PATENT(s)
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Open Access to scientific publications (Art 29.2 GA)

Each beneficiary must ensure open access (free of charge online 
access for any user) to all peer-reviewed scientific publications 
relating to its results.
In particular, it must:
(a) as soon as possible and at the latest on publication, deposit 

a machine-readable electronic copy of the published version 
or final peer-reviewed manuscript accepted for publication in 
a repository for scientific publications; Moreover, the 
beneficiary must aim to deposit at the same time the 
research data needed to validate the results presented in the 
deposited scientific publications.

(b) ensure open access to the deposited publication — via the 
repository — at the latest:
▪ (i) on publication, if an electronic version is available for free via 

the publisher, or
▪ (ii) within six months of publication (twelve months for 

publications in the social sciences and humanities) in any other 
case.

(c) ensure open access — via the repository — to the 
bibliographic metadata that identify the deposited 
publication.
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Open Access Vs Copyright

• Copyright and Open Access may co-exist. 

Only, by applying the Open Access scheme the copyright owner waives his

economic rights, namely:

• copied or reproduced (e.g. printed publications or sound recordings)

• distributed  to the public 

• performed in public

• translated into other languages

• adapted, such as novel into screenplay…
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Open Source:

Regarding the digital research data generated in the action (‘data’), the beneficiaries

(a) deposit in a research data repository and take measures to make it possible for 

third parties to access, mine, exploit, reproduce and disseminate — free of charge 

for any user — the following:

• (i) the data, including associated metadata, needed to validate the results presented in 

scientific publications as soon as possible; 

• (ii) other data, including associated metadata, as specified and within the deadlines laid 

down in the 'data management plan' (see Annex 1);

(b) provide information — via the repository — about tools and instruments at the 

disposal of the beneficiaries and necessary for validating the results (and — where 

possible — provide the tools and instruments themselves).
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Open Source

• Copyrights rights are existing but the author manages them in a „Open“ way. 

• So called: Copyleft

• Example: Creative Commons License schemes
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Creative Commons Licenses: https://creativecommons.org/

• Open license

• Certain rights are reserved

• All rights are reserved
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Recap
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Comparison Patenting Publishing

APPLICABILITY For commercially exploitable 
purposes

For knowledge sharing purposes

RIGHTS GRANTED Exclusive rights Exclusive rights (Economical and 
morla Copyright)

REGISTRATION PROCESS Necessary Not necessary

COSTS High Medium-High

USE OF TECHNOLOGY Only the patent onwer, unless 
licensed 

Everyone 

TECHNOLOGY PROTECTION Yesm patent claims No, Copyright protects only the way 
informatio is express not the 
information itself)

FINANCIAL GAIN Yes Likely, but only from publication

TECHNOLOGY DISCLOSURE After 18 months Immediately
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ALTERNATIVE TOOLS Pros Cons

DEFENSIVE PUBLICATIONS • Cheap
• Locks competitors out
• Free disseminations of 

knowledge
• Freedom to operate

• Discloses inventions to 
competitors

• No exclusivity 
• Less market impact 

OPEN ACCESS • Freely accessible users 
• Free dissemination of 

knowledge 
• No managemetn required 

• Less market impact 

SECRECY • Cheap
• No invention disclosure
• Damages relief in case of 

fraudolent disclosure

• High level management
• No protection against reverse-

engineering
• No infringement
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Extra: Results Management and use for new proposals

• Proposals must build on results from an ongoing or finished project, funded as a 

result of call in any FET topic under Horizon 2020 and clearly identified in the 

proposal.

• Proposals must include a declaration by the coordinator of the necessary rights and 

ownership of results to be exploited, as described in the proposal. Applicants that 

are not the owner of the result to be further developed in the proposal must provide 

a letter from the relevant beneficiary or beneficiaries of the previous FET project 

that own(s) the result that confirms the existence of the necessary agreements with 

the coordinator of the current proposal, including on IPR.
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Questions:

• What is Sideground?

• At which conditions may be Sideground used in new proposals?

• When is an applicant owner of its results? 

• When does an applicant have to provide a letter from ald

beneficiaries that states that there are no obstacles for the use of

results in the new project framework?
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Contact:

• www.iprhelpdesk.eu

• training@iprhelpdesk.eu

• Twitter @iprhelpdesk

• LinkedIn /european-ipr-helpdesk
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Thank You!

DISCLAIMER

The European IP Helpdesk provides free-of-charge first-line support on IP-related issues aiming to help
current and potential beneficiaries of EU-funded projects, as well as EU SMEs, manage their Intellectual
Property assets.

The European IP Helpdesk is managed by the European Commission’s Executive Agency for Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME), with policy guidance provided by the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG Grow).

The information provided by the European Union IP Helpdesk is not of a legal or advisory nature and no
responsibility is accepted for the results of any actions made on its basis. Moreover, it cannot be
considered as the official position of EASME or the European Commission. Neither EASME nor the
European Commission nor any person acting on behalf of EASME or of the European Commission is
responsible for the use which might be made of this information.

© European Union (2019)
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Access2EIC

Capacity-building and transnational cooperation for National

Contact Points (NCPs) for the EIC and Access to Risk Finance

Horizon 2020 Work-Programme 2018-2020

Towards the next Framework Programme for Research and Innovation:

Enhanced European Innovation Council (EIC) pilot



A2EIC main objectives

• Developing an improved, more consistent and professionalised NCP service

across Europe, thereby helping simplify access to EIC Pilot calls, and lowering

the entry barriers for newcomers

• Identifying and sharing good practices and raising the general standard of

support to EIC and ARF programme applicants, taking into account the

novelties of this transition period and the diversity of actors that make up their

constituency.



15 PARTNERS

+

ASSOCIATED PARTNERS

(all FET, SME & ARF NCPs)

A2EIC Consortium



A2EIC main areas of intervention



1
Basic principle observed

2
Technology concept formulated

3
Experimental proof of concept

4
Technology validated in lab

5
Technology validated in relevant environment

6
Technology demonstrated in relevant environment

7
System prototype demonstration in operational env

8
System complete and qualified

9
Actual system proven in operational environment

EIC Pathfinder 

(FET Open and Proactive)

EIC Accelerator 
+ FTI

(Grant)

Market uptake, deployment

EIC Accelerator 

(Equity)

EIC Pathfinder 

(Transition + Launchpad)

Facilitate the transition from a R&D result to a 
business definition 



A2EIC products and services Vs EIC Pilot calls

Special attention will be devoted to the new “bridge” actions aimed to 
facilitate the passage from basic research stages to close to market 
activities



Facilitate the transition from a R&D result to a 
business definition 

A fact sheet with relevant information for 
successful Pathfinder participation

A2EIC Toolbox

Three dimensions will be covered:

the business
the market 
the company 



Contacts

eic@apre.it

eic@apre.it

mailto:eic@apre.it


Thank you for your attention
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