
  
 
 
 

Summary 
 

On the 25th of October 2018, the EFFECT project 
organized its second workshop aiming to find out 
how regions could give support to Interdisciplinary 
high-risk research in Future and Emerging 
Technologies (FET) through their local innovation 
ecosystems. 
 
The EFFECT project had the support of the 
Delegation of the Basque Country in Brussels, who 
hosted the event, and the Delegation of the Region 
of Navarre in Brussels.  

 
 

The  major  conclusions  from  the  workshop 
were: 

 

�	 	 	 the proposal to strengthen the collaboration 
between diverse actors at regional level, 
building spaces to gather authorities, 
academia and researcher together.   

�	 	 	 the necessity of finding synergies between 
public and private funding, including 
crowdfunding, in order to share risks and 
raise the needed amount of financial 
resources. 

 
 
The event  gathered  over 30 attendees 
representing European regions, the European 
Commission, industry, and academia. The 
workshop had the following objectives: 

• Introduce workshop participants to the 
primary objectives, ideas and concepts 
underpinning FET innovation ecosystem; 

• Discuss the findings stemming from FET 
projects’ activities prior to the workshop; 

• Stimulate co-creative brainstorming 
pertaining to the next European multi 
financial framework to promote breakthrough 
technological ideas and high-risk research, 

with a view to co-defining with them 
demand-driven policy measures. 

• Leverage the outcomes of the co-creative 
brainstorming to further elaborate the co-
design of policy recommendations. 

 
The event was structured in two differentiated 
parts: 

• Food for thoughts: presentation from 
regional authorities, DG CNNECT, DG 
REGIO and researches involved in FET 
projects. 

• Open discussion: attendees were split in 
4 different groups in order discuss about  
the potential mutual common of FET 
projects  

In the first part, The regions of the Basque 
Country, Navarre and Flanders explained their 
regional systems to support research and 
innovation; DG CNECT showcased the potential 
of FET results in to promote long term 
competitiveness of regional economic activities 
and DG REGIO presented ECs vision for a smart 
and innovative transformation.  
LEVITATE and COPAC project coordinators 
showed to the audience what a FET projects 
looks like, highlighting the disruptive and visionary 
essence of FET. 
The open discussion carried out by the four 
groups during the second part was focused on 
the following topics:.  

1. Link with regional competitiveness 
2. Creating innovation ecosystems 
3. Supporting the emergence of deep tech 

solutions 
4. Generating value from high-risk research  

results 
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
To unlock the whole potential of high-risk research results it is necessary to create spaces for 
collaboration at regional level. Innovation hubs are a good example of a meeting platform that 
promotes discussion and collaboration between academia, public authorities and industry.   

 

It is needed to bring academia and industry closer to promote collaboration between them and 
unlock the potential of basic research to revolutionize the industry. Practices such as having PhDs 
working in a company for a certain period would beneficial both for universities and the private 
sector. It is particularly relevant to engage young researchers in this process. 

 

It is impossible to promote or take advantage of something you are not aware of. Regions 
proposed a map of FET projects or results, ordered by discipline and regions. Having a single point 
where regions can check what is being done in their territory in terms of basic research would 
facilitate regional authorities to identify and support those results.  

 

Communication and coordination between European and regional authorities must be improved in 
order to find synergies and fill the gap between research and innovation stages. “Leading” region can 
share good practices with other peers.  
 
Collaboration and alliances between regions sharing the same smart specialization strategies can 
promote a joint investment to support basic research results with potential application in a specific 
sector. 
 
Public-Private partnership can unlock funding and speed up the investment process in research 
projects. 
 
Political will and long-term vision are essential to change the mindset and invest in basic research. 
Expert on this field can guide and coach regional authorities. 
 
To ensure the excellence the basic research, the European dimension is key. 

 

 

 
Organized by EFFECT Project 

 
Funded by the HORIZON 2020 FET- 
Open Programme 

 

EFFECT aims to enhance visibility and impact of 
FET research and to stimulate debate and 
collaboration among multiple stakeholders through 
dedicated community building and stakeholder 
engagement activities. 
www.fefx.eu 
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Maria de Bilbao Azpiazu, Representative of the 
Delegation of the Basque Country in Brussels 
Mikel Irujo,  Representative of the Delegation of the 
region of Navarre in Brussels 
Viorel Peca,  European Commission / DG CNCT 
Marek Przeor,  European Commission/DG REGIO 
Francoise Remacle, – COPAC project, Liège 
University 
Stephen Brewster, LEVITATE project, University of 
Glasgow 
Elsie De Clerq, Representative of the Region of 
Flanders 
Dario Mazzella, FET2RIN project, Meta Group 
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